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NEMPLOYMENT has hampered a great many trade unions in obtain- 

ing a betterment of working conditions ‘during the past few months 

‘in many sections of our country. When industry is not making money 
it is hard for the toilers to improve their working conditions. 


TT FY 


N THESE DAYS when there seems to be a general depression in indus- 
trial employment, organizations of labor should be exceedingly careful 
as to how they proceed in their negotiations with their employers. 


ry F 


LL DONATIONS appropriated by local unions in behalf of the striking 

miners-in Pennsylvania, and other places, as per the request contained 

in an appeal sent out by the American Federation of Labor, should be 

sent direct to Frank Morrison, Secretary, American Federation of Labor 
Building, Washington, D. C. 


TT 


MEMBER should have the password to get into his meeting after 
meeting opens. Warden should allow no one to enter unless he is 
satisfied individual is a member in good standing. 


It is well for members to always carry their due books, stamped up 
to date. If anything happens, paid-up due books are a first-class means 
of identification. 
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ROTHER GECRGE KIDD, our new General Auditor, is working on 
the books of our locals in Chicago. He is already adapting himself in 
splendid fashion to the work. 
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The Mexican Immigration 
Quota Bill 


To All Organizations Affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor: 


Fellow Unionists: 


Aroused to the dangers confront- 
ing the Organized Labor Movement 
of the west and south as a result of 
the deliberate flooding of our labor 
markets by anti-union, low-wage em- 
ployers, with many thousands of 
Mexican peon laborers, the San 
Diego County Federated Trades and 
Labor Council appeals to your organ- 
ization for assistance in securing the 
passage of the “Box-Harris Mexican 
Immigration Quota Bill” now pend- 
ing before Congress. 

With 170,000 workers out of em- 
ployment in California alone and 
other hundreds of thousands jobless © 
in other western and southern states; 
with children crying for food, and 
bread lines in our cities, it is high 
time Congress was doing something 
for our own citizens. With chronic 
unemployment increasing steadily as 
a result of great industrial mergers 
and the use of “labor saving” ma- 
chinery, our American citizens and 
laborers are compelled to face the 
inhuman competition of hordes of 
pauper immigrant laborers from 
Mexico, swarming over the border, 
it is estimated, at the rate of 150,000 
yearly, bringing poverty, ignorance 
and disease with them. It has been 
estimated that there are already 
nearly 1,000,000 Mexican laborers in 
this country, with the result that our 
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unions of common laborers have been 
destroyed and wage scales have been 
lowered because of the intense com- 
petition for jobs. Mexican laborers in 
the southwest are working for as 
low as $1.50 a day, most of them 
with large families to support. The 
result is seen on every hand—chari- 
ties and relief agencies swamped 
with Mexican indigents and public 
health authorities constantly com- 
bating epidemics of diseases arising 
out of the starvation wages, under- 
nourishment and squalid living quar- 
ters of these alien immigrants. 


Practically all of the common labor 
on our public works, street improve- 
ments, ranches, public utilities, rail- 
roads and now in the building trades 
and mines, throughout the southwest 
is done by these peon laborers, work- 
ing for less than American workers 
could exist on. 


“The only remedy is to place Mexi- 
can immigration on a quota basis the 
same as the European countries. At 
present immigration from Mexico is 
not restricted. The bill introduced 
by Congressman Box and Senator 
Harris will correct the evil. The rail- 
roads, public utilities, chambers of 
commerce and others interested in 
crushing Organized Labor and main- 
taining low wages have sent strong 
lobbies at an expense of thousands 
of dollars to kill this legislation. We 
appeal to you on behalf of the Labor 
Movement of the southwest to tele- 
graph and write your Congressmen 
and Senators, urging them to vote 
for the BOX-HARRIS MEXICAN 
IMMIGRATION QUOTA BILL. Also 
write and telegraph the Immigration 
Committee of the United States Sen- 
ate and of the House of Representa- 
tives, Washington, D. C., urging that 
they report favorably on this bill. 


PLEASE DO THIS IMMEDIATE- 
LY ON RECEIPT OF THIS LET- 


TER, AS THE BILL IS ABOUT TO 
BE REPORTED. 
SAN DIEGO COUNTY FEDERATED 
TRADES AND LABOR COUNCIL. 
Committee on Mexican Immigration. 
Attest: E. H. DOWELL, Secretary. 





Doings in Cleveland 


Brothers Beedlow and O’Brien 
wish to announce a satisfactory set- 
tlement of Local No. 392 Van and 
Piano Drivers’ Union wage scale for 
two years. They received a two-dol- 
lar increase for the first year and a 
two-dollar increase for the second 
year, which makes their scale $42.00 
per week. They also have bettered 
their conditions in a few other re- 
spects. 

Brother Max Sillins, secretary- 
treasurer of the Cleaning and Dye 
House Drivers’ Local No. 193, after 
being chartered only three months, 
wishes to announce that they have 
the wholesale plants one hundred per 
cent organized with a membership 
of about three hundred. 

Brothers Artwell and Welch wish 
to announce a new organization of 
Sanitary Workers of Cleveland four 
hundred strong in the last month. 
Also that these same Sanitary Work- 
ers were able to obtain an increase 
of three cents per hour, amounting 
to $1.44 per week. This was ob- 
tained from the City Council with 
the organization only one month old. 

John Rohrich announces that 150 
City Drivers have organized and 
been added to his Local No. 436. 
Also an increase in wages has been 
passed in the City Council for these 
men. The city of Cleveland has at 
last begun to recognize organized 
labor. 





Patronage Is Personal Right 


What is business or patronage? 

If I enter a store for the purpose 
of making a purchase, I am engag- 
ing in a human activity, called pat- 
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ronage of business. Courts have held 
that the owner of the store has a 
property right in my patronage. That 
means a property right in my indi- 
vidual personal activity which should 
be subject solely to my will, except 
as regulated by law, an activity that 
is initiated by my will and carried 
out by my bodily action. 

If the owner of the store has a 
property right in that human activ- 
ity of mine he has the right to exer- 
cise control over that activity to the 
extent that he holds a property right 
in it. That human activity of mak- 
ing a purchase is inseparable from 
my body. If he has a property right 
in such activity he can not exercise 
the proper control or dominion with- 
out holding dominion over and con- 
trolling my body. 

That idea is repugnant to both the 
First and Thirteenth Amendments 
to the Constitution. That activity is 
inseparable from my body and any 
ownership in that activity can not be 
controlled and exercised without hav- 
ing ownership and control over my 
body and my will. Such property 
rights, we thought, had been de- 
stroyed by the Thirteenth Amend- 
ment.—Senator Shipstead. 





“Double Job” Plan Opposed 
by Workers 


Philadelphia.—The ‘‘two-machine” 
or “double job” system again con- 
fronts the American Federation of 
Full Fashioned Hosiery Workers, 
whose members have been locked out 
by the Allen-A Company of Kenosha, 
Wisconsin. 

Gustave Geiges, president of the 
Federation, explains that the “two- 
machine” system means that the ex- 
perienced knitter must exploit the 
labor of some lad or must continually 
break in a “green” helper while he 
himself is trying to do good work. 

There is a large labor turnover 
among these boys, because they can 
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rarely advance from the helper class, 
according to the trade unionist. The 
system was discarded by Philadel- 
phia employers because of high costs. 

“The single-machine knitter,” said 
President Geiges, “is able to mini- 
mize break-downs and stoppages due 
to needle smashes. In well-managed 
mills this knitter cuts down his pro- 
portion of bad work to a far greater 
extent than under the double system. 

“The Allen-A Company talks as if 
it were doing something very gener- 
ous for Kenosha workers. The new 
system will not benefit these workers. 
The ‘double job’ in Reading meant 
that hundreds of promising boys 
were forced to leave for other cities, 
after years of employment as helpers. 
These young men are seldom prop- 
erly trained and usually can not sat- 
isfactorily operate a single machine 
where quality work is demanded.”— 
News Letter. 





State Compensation for Labor 
Is Urged 


Boston.—The State House audito- 
rium’s seating capacity of approxi- 
mately 1,500 was crowded to over- 
flowing at a hearing on Senate Bill 
188, which would make workmen’s 
compensation a state monopoly. 

The principal speakers for labor 
were John P. Frey, secretary-treas- 
urer of the A. F. of L. Metal Trades 
Department, and John Van Vaerene- 
wyck, president of the State Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

Mr. Frey said Massachusetts em- 
ployers have not studied the ques- 
tion. “If they did,” the unionist said, 
“this great gathering would not be 
so largely represented by labor.” 

The speaker said that Ohio em- 
ployers are co-operating with work- 
ers in enforcing that compensation 
law, the administration costs of 
which are only four per cent, while 
in Massachusetts it is nearly forty 
per cent. 
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B. Loring Young, representing the 
Associated Industries of Massachu- 
setts, pleaded with the committee to 
waive reduced costs and greater effi- 
ciency under the state monopoly 
plan, and consider “the income and 
other taxes paid by the private in- 
surance companies’ agents and ex- 
ecutives.” 

In his rebuttal, Mr. Frey riddled 
this plea that profits out of killed and 
injured workers should be sanctioned 
by the state. 

“Protect the payers of income 
taxes, yes—but we protest,” he said, 
“that taxable income should not be 
made out of the premiums paid to 
compensate victims of industrial 
accidents.” 





Want Marines Home 


Washington.—Senator Dill’s de- 
mand that United States marines be 
withdrawn from Nicaragua precipi- 
tated a clash with Senator Short- 
ridge. The latter asked Mr. Dill if 
he would withdraw the troops at 
once and leave “the lives of American 
citizens and property at the mercy 
of this bandit, Sandino?” 

“There is no proof,” said the Wash- 
ington Senator, “that American lives 
have been threatened, and we are not 
in the business of protecting prop- 
erty of American citizens all over the 
world by having marines stationed 
there for the purpose of making a 
profit of it.” 

Mr. Shortridge replied: “The Sen- 
ator is of the type of American with 
which I am not in sympathy and he 
disappoints me greatly.” 

“I do not care particularly about 
that,” was the reply. “I don’t want 
the sympathy of any American who 
would have men who enlisted in the 
armed forces of the United States to 
protect this country and this flag 
used to protect men who invest in 
foreign countries in order that they 
may profiteer.” 


Senator Dill’s sentiments were ap- 
plauded in the gallery.— News Letter. 





Unemployment 


Washington.—The Senate in- 
structed Secretary of Labor Davis to 
investigate the extent of unemploy- 
ment and to recommend plans where- 
by permanent out-of-work statistics 
“may hereafter be had and made 
available.” 

This is the first time such a pro- 
posal has been accepted by the Sen- 
ate. Its author is Senator Wagner. 
The New Yorker showed that in all 
unemployment conferences the ab- 
sence of statistics is stressed. 

“We are facing a change in indus- 
trial organization, and one which, in 
some respects, is as revolutionary as 
that which occurred in the beginning 
of the last century,” said Senator 
Wagner. “Because it has come so 
slowly we are not so conscious of it; 
but it presages, in my opinion, a sys- 
tem that will bring new problems in 
its train. 

“From farm and country there 
flows a steady stream of boys and 
girls to the city, seeking advantages 
of urban life. They find small con- 
cerns becoming merged into larger 
and more economically operated 
units; they find one machine, the re- 
sult of a recent invention, perhaps, 
accomplishing the task of a hundred 
workers. They are caught between 
the lack of opportunity on the farm 
at home and the Darwinian process 
of the survival of the fittest in the 
cities. Many are compelled to join 
the aimless floaters of society. Un- 
less they can be given more perma- 
nent and profitable anchorage they 
may in time become a threat to so- 
ciety. The evils we read about spring 
from this very situation. 

“The cityward drift of population, 
the increasing size of the industrial 
unit and corporate enterprises are 
making an ever increasing propor- 
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tion of our population depend upon 
wages as the sole means of gaining a 
livelihood. 

“If we are to provide any basis of 
security for American life, we must 
begin at once to chart the phenomena 
of employment and unemployment 
and, in so far as it is possible, to sub- 
ject them to our control. 

“There can be no cure without rec- 
ognition of the existence of the dis- 
ease and a scientific diagnosis.”— 
News Letter. 





Does Machinery Bring Idieness ? 
New Efficiency Angle Discussed 


New York.—‘“More and more the 
finger of suspicion points to the ma- 
chine as the cause for the present 
employment crisis,” said Evans 
Clark, writing in the New York 
Times on “March of the Machine 
Makes Idle Hands.” 

“The people of the United States— 
in the shadow of a presidential elec- 
tion—are presented with a _ social 
paradox as serious as it is dramatic. 

“At a time when American pros- 
perity has become an international 
sensation, when American efficiency 
has become the eighth wonder of the 
world, the lodging houses are crowd- 
ed to capacity with men who want 
work but can not find it, and the em- 
ployment agencies struggle with 
hordes of applicants for jobs that do 
not exist. 

“The nation has faced other un- 
employment crises. The same bread 
lines that gather in the Bowery have 
gathered there before. But the stock 
explanations do not altogether ex- 
plain this one—and perhaps the 
stock remedies will not as surely re- 
lieve the present situation. Unem- 
ployment has always been associated 
with hard times. When business was 
bad the factories laid off their men. 
But business always picked up again 
in time and jobs were to be had for 
the asking. 
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“The present employment crisis is 
distinctly different. Business is not 
as good as it has been, it is true; but 
no marked and general decline has 
set in that can be compared to condi- 
tions in 1921 or in other years of 
depression. 

“Some other influence is at work 
which has not been generally recog- 
nized, but which, gathering strength 
with the years, now emerges as an 
issue of national importance. 

“It begins to look as if machines 
had come into conflict with men—as 
if the onward march of machines 
into every corner of our industrial 
life had driven men out of the fac- 
tory and into the ranks of the unem- 
ployed. Only on this assumption can 
the paradox be resolved. If the farms 
and factories turn out their full 
quota of human supplies and use 
fewer hands in the process, the ma- 
chine must take the blame—or 
praise. 

“Each business depression causes 
increased unemployment, but all the 
time a general tendency toward un- 
employment has been growing with 
the improved efficiency of produc- 
tion.” —News Letter. 





Why “Play Favorites” ? 


The Pennsylvania Railroad and the 
Reading Railroad, together with sev- 
eral subsidiaries, ask the Interstate 
Commerce Commission to regulate 
the motor bus. The “regulation” 
would uphold rates, that returns on 
capital is assured. 

If the railroads are right, why 
can’t workers secure government aid 
against the importation of strike- 
breakers who lessen their income? 

If modern methods affect the rail- 
roads’ income, and harm stockhold- 
ers, why can’t workers object to 
labor-displacing machinery that 
forces them into the army of unem- 
ployed ? 

Hair-splitting legalists may draw 
sharp lines between the two cases, 
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but where do they differ from the 
standpoint of ethics and morality? 
If the workers are told, “You can’t 
stop progress,” why can’t this apply 
to stockholders who want dividends 
guaranteed ?—News Letter. 





Davis Calls Sixty Peak for 
Workers 


Pittsburgh, Pa.—A man or woman 
of fifty or sixty years of age is just 
as capable a worker as he or she was 
at thirty, and perhaps more capable, 
even physically, Secretary of Labor 
Davis told an assemblage of 3,000 
veteran employes of a large manu- 
facturing corporation here. 

“The reason,” said the secretary, 
“is that the years have brought the 
reward of experience and added skill. 
Instead of becoming a liability at 
fifty or sixty, the intelligent worker 
is all the more asset to his employer.” 

The speaker deplored the tendency 
of certain employers to replace com- 
petent workers for those of younger 
years. 

“Science has added years to the 
span of life,” he said. “Today no one 
feels old at any age. We have not 
only abolished the feeling of old age, 
but people are healthier. They lead 
a more active life.”—News Letter. 





Produce Too Much for Buying 
Power 


New York.—This nation can pro- 
duce more than it can consume, said 
Charles T. Abbott, director of the 
American Institute of Steel Con- 
struction, at a convention of elec- 
trical manufacturers here. 

Industry, said Mr. Abbott, has 
brought about a condition which he 
summed up as “the third industrial 
revolution.” 

“Practically every industry is now 
in a position to produce far more 
than its conceded market can con- 


sume. The only way it can keep the 
wheels in its factories turning is to 
organize with the object of widening 
its market, frequently at the expense 
of another industry.” 

Mr. Abbott offered no solution for 
the harmful social effects by workers 
being displaced by this competition 
and increased productivity that can 
not be consumed.—News Letter. 





Purchasing Power Can’t Cope With 
New Machinery’s Output 


Springfield, Ohio.—Increased pro- 
ductivity and investment of Ameri- 
can capital in foreign industries are 
unemployment factors, said Edward 
F. McGrady, A. F. of L. legislative 
representative, in an address in this 
city. 

“Displacement of labor through 
automatic processes reaches _ into 
every corner of industry,” said Mr. 
McGrady. “Charging furnaces in 
steel making, formerly done by four- 
teen men, is now done by two men. 
The unloading of pig iron is done by 
two men who have replaced 128 
workers. 

“Seven men cast as much pig iron 
as sixty men did a few years ago. 
There is a per man productivity in- 
crease of 83 per cent in petroleum; 
98 per cent in mining; 45 per cent in 
agriculture; 40 per cent in railroads; 
210 per cent in rubber, and 61 per 
cent in cement. 

“In 1927 the automobile industry 
alone increased 127 per cent. We are 
producing 1,400 per cent more auto- 
mobiles than twenty years ago with 
an increase of only 10 per cent in 
workers.” 

“The great problem of government 
and of industry,” continued Mr. Mc- 
Grady, “is to find ways to use hun- 
dreds of thousands of skilled workers 
who are thrown upon the streets. 
Another thing that should receive 
careful thought is the capital Ameri- 
can industrialists are investing in 
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European and Asiatic countries. Not 
satisfied with profits in America, 
these industrialists have erected fac- 
tories overseas and in a large meas- 
ure have stolen foreign markets 
from this country. 

“American investments abroad in- 
creased 72 per cent in 1927. Foreign 
security purchased by Americans in 
the first quarter of 1927 totaled 
$11,900,000,000. This vast invest- 
ment is reacting against American 
industries and American workers. 
For instance, of the recent $78,400,- 
000 loan to Italy, $48,000,000 went 
into Italian industries. 

“If American capitalists take vast 
sums of money made here and trans- 
fer that money into the nations of 
our competitors, and there manufac- 
ture goods which will not only de- 
prive us of our foreign markets, but 
eventually eat into our home market, 
it means that we will have a serious 
curtailment of American industry.” 

-News Letter. 





Teapot Oil Money “Educates” 
Voters 


Washington.—In its oil scandal 
probe the Senate Public Lands Com- 
mittee discovered how politicians 
controlled the foreign language press 
of this country that circulates 
among hundreds of thousands of 
foreign-born citizens. 

M. J. Pessin, New York advertis- 
ing man, said that William Boyce 
Thompson, prominent big navy advo- 
cate and finance chairman for the Re- 
publican Party; the late John T. 
Pratt, to whom Will Hays said he 
gave $50,000 of the Sinclair bonds, 
and Senator T. Coleman DuPont of 
Delaware, purchased the American 
Association of Foreign Language 
Newspapers in 1919. This purchase 
was used in the Harding-Coolidge 
campaign. 

Contributors to this fund that was 
intended to “educate” foreign-born 


citizens, included Secretary of the 
Treasury Mellon, the Commonwealth 
Edison Company which is controlled 
by Samuel Insull, whose contribution 
to Frank L. Smith resulted in the lat- 
ter’s expulsion from the United 
States Senate; American Radiator 
Company, Steel and Tube Company 
of, America, meat packing firms of 
Swift and Wilson, Continental and 
Commercial Bank of Chicago, First 
National Bank of Chicago, American 
Smelting and Refining Company and 
Libby, McNeill & Libby, meat pack- 
ers.—News Letter. 





Five-Day Week Sure 


Philadelphia. — A two-day _holi- 
day for every working man is pre- 
dicted by John J. Raskob, chairman 
finance committee of the General 
Motors Corporation, according to a 
statement by the Regional Planning 
Federation. 

“Electricity, coupled with the in- 
ventive skill of man, will eventually 
bring this about,” Mr. Raskob was 
quoted. “In the case of most work- 
ers, these holidays would be Satur- 
day and Sunday. Although all toilers 
might not have their holidays over 
the week-end, it is not inconceivable 
that every one will have two days 
off some time during the week, as is 
= by the character of his 
work.” 





President Green, talking to Ann 
Arbor students, says the big unem- 
ployment problem is that caused 
when new machinery and new meth- 
ods, products of invention and sci- 
ence, replace men. That is one of the 
paramount facts of the time, a 
strictly modern product. What is to 
be done about that? The company 
union, the yellow dog contract and 
the injunction, the things offered by 
reactionary employers, offered no so- 
lution for this or any other problem. 
Those things don’t protect men; they 
shield greed, for a time. 











[ @ EDITORIAL ® 


(By Daniel J. Tobin) 


Tue TALK OF NOMINATIONS by both political parties seems to be getting 
more interesting or more confusing every day. All the old tricks of politi- 
cal parties are now being used and adopted by the leaders on both sides. 

A short while ago it looked as though Hoover would be the almost 
unanimous choice of the Republican Party, because Coolidge, of course, 
favors him. But, lo and behold! Hoover is not wanted by Wall Street. 
Consequently, Wall Street has its hirelings—politicians, who are consid- 
ered statesmen—out in the different states seeking to secure the so-called 
“native son” endorsement, or to hold the uninstructed delegate vote in 
their vest pockets to be peddled or bartered when the opportunity presents 
itself in the convention. Behind the scenes there is some pretty slick 
work going on to destroy Hoover because he is too square for the Repub- 
licans; is considered too self-opinionated; that he knows too much and can 
not be used. Of course, they do not want a candidate who has opinions 
of his own. Consequently, Jim Watson of Indiana seeks all the Indiana 
delegates, Willis of Ohio seeks all the Ohio delegates, and so on down 
the line, and the condition is exactly the same in the Democratic Party. 

So far, Hoover would be the best man for Labor, unless they trot 
someone else out who has not already been mentioned. Also Hoover 
would be the hardest man for the Democrats to lick on election day. Andy 
Mellon and Judge Hughes do not want Hoover, as it appears now. Mellon, 
some time ago, suggested Hughes, but Hughes turned the suggestion 
down, saying that he was too old, although Lowden, who is making quite 
a fight, is one year older than Hughes. Hughes is now a great big corpo- 
ration lawyer in New York; very affable, very courteous and very much 
the diplomat, one who has the power of convincing you he is your 
friend while you get but very little from him. 

I recently had a conference with him in Havana, Cuba, on matters 
pertaining to the Pan-American situation, and no more courteous gentle- 
man could be found anywhere. He sure handed them the soft soap down 
there, and nothing else did he hand them. 

From the political check-up at present there is a possibility that 
“Dangerous Dawes” may be the selection of the Republicans. There is a 
possible chance that the thing may sift down until it lies between Hoover 
and Lowden, and that Dawes will support Lowden as long as there is a 
chance of him being nominated, but when all hopes are given up by 
Lowden he is to turn his strength over to Dawes, and this strength with 
the Indiana delegates handled by Jim Watson, Ohio by Senator Willis, 
and a few others, will be sufficient to give Dawes a majority vote in the 
Republican convention. Dawes is the friend of Big Business and the open, 
loud-mouthed enemy of Labor. 

Do not be a bit alarmed but what Dawes will agree to pretty nearly 
anything, or else his friends will agree for him, in order that he may get 
the nomination. You have no doubt noticed since his first splurge at the 
opening of the Senate, he has said nothing. He was told very plainly to 
keep quiet if he ever expected to go higher, and he has very obediently 
kept quiet. Hoover, the man of brains, the man with ability, the man 
who has unselfishly done things, the man who has the courage to tell the 











er a 


- 


s,s aut eS Te 


~ 


y 
t 
e 
oO 
y 
n 
e 





XUM 











OFFICIAL MAGAZINE I. B. T., C., 8 and H. of A. [9] 





truth, the man who has defied Wall Street, the man who for eight or ten 
years has been doing good things and helping our government, will be 
sidetracked, or they will attempt to sidetrack him and the splendid, 
courageous, fearless and clear-thinking leaders in the Republican Party, 
such as Senator Johnson of California, Senator Borah of Idaho, and 
Senator Norris, who are helpless to prevent the trickery which is bound to 
go on in the selection of the next candidate for the office of President of 
the United States by the Republican Party. 

Everyone knows that the delegates to the Republican convention in 
Chicago in 1920 had nothing to do with the selection of candidate Harding; 
that this selection was made in a hotel room in the early hours of morning, 
because pledges were made and guarantees satisfactory to Big Business 
were given and carried out, and because of those promises and pledges 
the Republican Party is now surrounded with the filth and stench which 
is eating it up everywhere. 

No other country in the world would return to office or to leadership 
the gang guilty of the crime of selling the rights of the people and the 
resources of the nation as has been done during the past eight years by 
some leaders of the Republican Party now trying to deprive honest, 
fearless, able Hoover of the Republican nomination for President of the 
United States, in the convention to be held next June. 


TT T 


Tue BANQUET given by the Chicago Joint Council on Saturday night, 
March 17th, was certainly a world beater. It was held in the Stevens 
Hotel and the manner in which it was handled and carried out by the 
committee in charge of the affair could not have been better. 

The General President and General Secretary-Treasurer both at- 
tended the banquet, and quite a few from Cincinnati were present, sent 
by their local unions. The entertainment was exceptionally good and 
everything indicated the wonderful progress made by our people under 
the banner of our organization. 

Looking over this gathering of the representatives of our unions and 
the members and their families, seated in this wonderful and beautifully 
decorated dining room, one would imagine he was gazing upon a large 
group of the leaders of commerce and industry, or some other great big 
business or professional institution. The thought that came to my mind 
was the contrast this gathering presented over what an affair of this 
kind would have been twenty-five years ago. The class of men who are 
now running our local unions, not only in Chicago but in every section 
of the country, are a credit to themselves and the labor movement in 
general and speak well for the educational work as well as the many 
other great things which have been done for the men and women of Labor 
in the few years of organization. 

It is well to have lived to witness the success of our people which the 
gathering on this occasion presented. The men who have helped to bring 
about this extraordinary revolutionized condition for the betterment of 
humanity, deserve the credit and approval not only of the millions who 
have been helped through the trades union movement, but they also 
deserve the credit and approval of the government of our country for the 
great work performed towards the uplift of the toiling masses. No 
institution outside of the Labor Movement has even done anything which 
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would compare with the things that have been done by Labor in bringing 
greater happiness and sunshine into the homes and the lives of the 
families of the toilers. 

This banquet of the Joint Council will go down in the history of the 
Labor Movement in Chicago, and elsewhere, as demonstrating the educa- 
tional and humanitarian progress of the Labor Movement. 

{ was pleased to have been there and enjoyed every moment. The 
entertainment was splendid and the dinner could not have been improved 
upon, and the rousing welcome given the invited guests by the delegates 
present was a tribute long to be cherished and never to be forgotten. 


TTF 


Ar THE TIME the Irish question was most intense, as a result of the great 
strides made by the Land League throughout Ireland under the leader- 
ship of Charles Stewart Parnell in 1882, William E. Gladstone, then Prime 
Minister, who had not yet been converted to Home Rule, made a statement 
in the House of Commons in which he said, ‘Leave the Irish alone long 
enough and they will fight amongst themselves,” and that statement came 
true because those who know anything about Irish history know the dis- 
sension and disturbance which took place a few years later when Parnell 
got mixed up with Kitty O’Shea, an incident which was regretted by no 
one more than by that great English statesman, Gladstone. 

History repeats itself, and we are now about to witness, in the Demo- 
cratic Party in this country, a situation almost parallel to the Irish politi- 
cal situation of many years ago, above referred to. 

Al Smith, Governor of New York for three or four terms, elected by 
the Republicans of New York—because New York is a Republican state— 
who has given that state the most just and successful administrations 
ever given, was considered a month ago as the man selected to receive 
the unanimous endorsement of the Democrats in their convention which 
is to be held in Texas some time around the end of June of this year, but 
McAdoo, honored and trusted by the working people at one time, who made 
a great Secretary of the Treasury and a splendid Director-General of Rail- 
roads during the Wilson administration, is now trying to destroy Smith’s 
chance for the nomination, because he had encouraged and apparently 
has gotten the consent of Senator Thomas Walsh to also be a candidate 
for the nomination. McAdoo is about to either ruin or rule the Demo- 
cratic Party. 

The surprise of the thing is that such an able, clean, fearless, useful, 
powerful and wonderful man as Tom Walsh would permit himself to be 
used in destroying the party, because even if Tom Walsh should get the 
nomination it is a cinch he will not be elected, although the Labor Move- 
ment could not anywhere find a stronger advocate in its behalf in our 
public political life than Tom Walsh. 

The Democrats have only elected two Presidents in sixty-eight years 

—Grover Cleveland and Woodrow Wilson, and in 1912, when Wilson was 
elected, there would not have been any possible chance for his election 
only for the split in the Republican Party, brought about by Roosevelt, 
and others, because they were disgusted with the way things were going 
in that great party, which they helped make. Cleveland was a corporation 
lawyer satisfactory to Wall Street. 

In 1916, there would not have been a chance for Wilson to be elected 
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were it not for the blunderings of the Republican National and State 
Committees in the handling of the affairs of Judge Hughes, especially 
in California, where they allowed Hughes’ campaign to be handled by 
Harrison Gray Otis, the arch-enemy of Labor and the owner of the Los 
Angeles Times and the most detested man in California by Senator John- 
son, so both elections of Wilson were really accidental, because for three or 
four days, at the 1916 election, the papers and the public believed that 
Charles Hughes had been elected President. 

Of course, if the Democrats are defeated in this election it will be 
nothing new, whereas it would be surprising if they were elected and 
returned to office. 

It is a shame to have to admit that the voting power of this country 
seems to be controlled by Big Business, and the voting in recent years in 
this country is overwhelmingly Republican. There are some Senators in 
Washington, and a few Congressmen, who are as sincere, as honest, as 
decent, as hard-fighting for the truth and clean, square dealing in political 
life, who are members of the Republican Party, and they can not be 
surpassed by even the best of our Democrats, but those clear-thinking, 
fearless men are in the minority. 

In order that the Democrats might win, they must carry the State 
of New York, perhaps Massachusetts and a few other Republican states. 
Senator Tom Walsh, being an acknowledged “dry” nationally, has no 
chance whatever of carrying New York or any of the other eastern 
states. Smith is not feared by Big Business as is Walsh. Smith has put 
things over in New York against Big Business which they apparently 
have learned to like. When Walsh starts an investigation of any kind, 
Big Business usually goes up in the air and today they are living in a 
condition of terror. 

New York has had the best business of any state in the Union, when 
one considers the industries of that state. The progressive and helpful 
legislation enacted under the leadership of Governor Smith has been a 
revelation to even Wall Street and Wall Street has applauded. Smith for 
his courage and executive ability. 

With the lineup now against Al Smith in the Democratic convention, 
where it is required that he receive a two-thirds vote of the convention, 
there is very little hope for his nomination unless conditions change. 
With McAdoo supporting the candidacy of Tom Walsh and controlling 
the southern delegates, or presuming to control them, and as a result 
of the religious, the dry and wet prejudices, and the many who may not 
like Al Smith, more than one-third of the delegates to the convention 
will be against Smith. 

Governor Fuller of Massachusetts, a strong Republican and one of 
the younger men in politics, known to have the courage of expressing his 
sentiments and doing and saying the things he believes in, as was dem- 
onstrated by his stand in the Sacco-Vanzetti case, made a statement the 
other day, which, in substance, was: “If the Democrats don’t nominate 
Al Smith they might as well disband their party.” 

Of course I only make these statements and am only interested in 
the political situation because of what may happen to Labor. Walsh and 
Smith, yes, and even McAdoo, would give us a square deal if either of 
them should be President of the United States. Mr. Hoover, Senator 
Johnson, and one or two others would also give us a square deal if nomi- 
nated by the Republicans. 
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The danger which confronts us is in the juggling of the votes of 
the delegates in the convention a reactionary may be placed in office, 
and Labor will again be at the mercy of the waves. The power of the 
President to be helpful or harmful to our cause is unlimited. For instance, 
the appointing of judges of the Supreme Court. In the entire composition 
of that tribunal there are now only two men who are at all favorable to 
Labor; the other seven being practically determined against us on every 
problem which comes before them. Some of those men are old and may 
be called to the Great Beyond, or, once in a while, one may resign, and 
the President of the United States fills the vacancy. He also appoints the 
Federal District Judges throughout the United States, so unless men 
with humanitarian ideas are selected for those offices, Labor will be 
trampled on by adverse decisions and will continue to wonder why there 
seems to be no justice for the masses of people. Yes, all of us who are 
working for a living, and those who represent the workers, should arouse 
themselves to the necessity of seeing that men are nominated who will 
consider us as part of the great human machine that has helped to make 
this country. 

The new method of destroying Labor is through the injunction 
process, as evidenced by the crime committed against the striking miners 
of Pennsylvania and the United Mine Workers’ Union, as exposed by the 
senatorial investigating committee. 

Truly the prophet of old could again cry out: “Lord, Lord, arouse 
my people to a realization of the dangers which surround them.” 


Ty 


Ir LOOKS as though “little” Will Hays of Indiana is going to get in bad 
sufficient to destroy his usefulness to the motion picture industry, as a 
result of the Sinclair contributions to the Republican campaign in 1920, 
which led up to obtaining, under false conditions, the Teapot Dome oil 
reservations by Sinclair through one of President Harding’s cabinet 
members, Mr. Fall. 

When I first knew “Will” he was a little local lawyer in this vicinity 
and amounted to but very little from a legal standpoint, when, lo and 
behold! either through accident or good luck, he was given a prominent 
place in the Republican Party. 

Wilson, in 1912, carried Indiana as a result of the split in the Repub- 
lican Party, caused by Roosevelt and his Bull Moosers. Indiana is nor- 
mally Republican, although once in a while a Democrat, like the late Tom 
Marshall, carries the state. Bryan lost Indiana in three successive elec- 
tions. When the state went for Wilson in 1912 the state Republican chair- 
man got in wrong, although no one living could have carried the state for 
the Republicans that year, as that party was then split in halves. 

In 1916 Will Hays was made State Chairman in Indiana and the split 
in the party was somewhat mended and the Republicans might have 
been successful had it not been for the bungling work of the Hughes 
National Republican Committee. Because “Little Will” carried the State 
of Indiana in 1916, as State Chairman, he was made National Chairman 
of the National Republican Committee in 1920. Any one could have given 
Indiana to the Republicans in 1916, and had a dead man been at the head 
of the Republican National Committee in 1920, a Republican would have 
been elected, for the history of all war Presidents is that they are always 
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defeated as soon as the war is over, and with the Democrats, under Jim 
Cox, it was a cinch that the Republicans would win, but the Republicans 
were so alarmed and so hungry to get back into office, that they did not 
take any chances and gobbled up everything and every one that they 
thought might help them before the election, as afterwards came out in 
the investigation of Harry Daugherty, and others, and the large sums of 
money collected and paid into the campaign funds proves conclusively 
that the Republicans were suffering from unnecessary fear. Senator Tom 
Walsh of Montana is now showing up some of the dirty work that was 
going on, although there are many who knew all about it before. 

Big Business, in the shape of the moving picture industry, then hired 
Will Hays, at an enormous salary, not on account of his ability as a lawyer 
but because of his supposed—but greatly magnified—ability and tact 
as a “fixer” with the Republicans in power at Washington. The moving 
picture industry, a few years previous, had begun to get in bad due to the 
exposures surrounding Fatty Arbuckle and a few more of the wild men 
and women they have out there. The large interests, mostly Jewish, con- 
trolling the moving picture world, with millions of dollars involved, be- 
lieved it would be well to have some sort of a “fixer” in Washington 
to prevent the enactment of legislation adverse to the moving picture 
interests, or, at any rate, to prevent legislation tending towards anything 
like severe censorship, so they selected “Little Will” and I am told by 
some who ought to know they agreed to pay him a salary of $100,000 a 
year and expenses. We do not, at this writing, know how things are 
going to turn out for him, but we do know that when a man today gets 
into unnecessary publicity and loses, to some extent, the confidence of 
the public, he is not much good to the moving picture world, or any other 
kind of big business, and they soon find a way of getting rid of him. Of 
course, Little Will may have made his pile by this time, but if he has not, 
he had better gather in all the dough he possibly can, for it would not 
be surprising to find him demoted one of these days. 

Most of the statements published in the book “Revelry” pertaining 
to things which took place during the Harding administration have been 
proven, one by one, through the investigation now going on in Washing- 
ton. There are some people mean enough to think that Jesse Smith did 
not commit suicide, on the contrary, that he knew too much about Daugh- 
erty and others. 

You have, no doubt, noticed how quickly John D. Rockefeller, Jr., de- 
nounced Mr. Stewart, president of the Standard Oil Company of Indiana, 
as soon as Stewart got in bad with the public by refusing to make answers 
to certain questions put to him by the senatorial investigating committee 
looking into the business of oil. Stewart was one of the big men who 
helped make the Standard Oil, but such things are quickly forgotten as 
soon as the respect and confidence, in which he was held by the public, is 
destroyed. I well remember acting on a committee of the National Civic 
Federation with James Stillman at the Astor House in New York. He 
was then one of the big men in national high finance, but when Jim got 
into trouble with his wife, as a result of that Indian affair in Canada, he 
was asked to resign as president of the First National Bank (I think it 
was the First National) and since his resignation he has not been heard 
of much. 

Those great big, clear-thinking, influential men, who have spent most 
of their lives making for themselves a name and reputation, sometimes, 
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in a moment, destroy themselves through dishonest actions, which, once 
in a while, are exposed to the light of day. 


rT TF 


Oven GAMBLING prevails on the Island of Cuba. My observations, result- 
ing from a recent visit there, were that it would have been better had the 
United States, after taking it away from Spain, retained the island and 
governed the people. ' 

It is only a short distance from Florida and, in Southern Florida, 
Cubans are to be found working everywhere. In the month of January 
there were thousands of men out of work in Cuba, practically starving, 
who could find nothing to do. One Labor man down there told me there 
were two men out of every three unemployed. The two main industries of 
the island are sugar and tobacco and both of those industries had been 
experiencing quite a slump. 

Havana is a wonderful winter resort and is patronized principally by 
the rich class of the United States who go there for recreation, sunshine 
and loose-living. The climate of Havana is perhaps even more agreeable 
than that of Florida. When the airplane gets to functioning properly— 
in the near future—Havana will be bound to boom much more than it 
is now. 

The big interests in Cuba are all controlled by American capital. The 
Biltmore Hotel Company of New York owns and controls all gambling 
privileges, all race-track privileges, and other privileges. Some of our big 
statesmen and some of our sanctimonious millionaires own the stock of 
the Biltmore Hotel Company. The government of Cuba runs a national 
lottery, somewhat like the old Louisiana lottery, which mulcts from the 
people, mostly the poor, unfortunate, illiterate class, the enormous sum 
of from between two and three hundred thousand dollars a month. One 
gentleman in Havana, closely associated with political affairs for a number 
of years, told me the thing was a gigantic fake and that some of the sena- 
tors and congressmen of Cuba who were favorable to the government 
clique, who are running things, were on the pay roll and their pay came out 
of the slush fund obtained by this lottery. I have no direct proof of this, 
but many with whom I talked seemed to think there was something in it. 
The Biltmore Hotel Company, of course, pays a considerable amount in 
taxes and royalties for their race-track and gambling privileges. There 
are a great many good roads being built in and around Havana, which 
makes it quite interesting and good driving for the tourists. 

The trade unions are allowed to function so long as they do not 
become dangerous. If you ask any of those in power, “how about it, are 
unions restricted?” their answer, of course, will be, “No; what we are 
trying to do is to get them to run their unions here like you in the 
United States run yours—strictly law-abiding institutions. We are trying 
to crush Communism in the unions.” In my opinion, this is pure, unadul- 
terated bunk. Few men in Cuba would dare express themselves against 
the government or its officials. 

The American Federation of Labor, about a year ago, called to the 
attention of our Secretary of State, Mr. Kellogg, certain atrocities per- 
petrated against Labor and the State Department brought back to the 
Federation a very plausible report denying, in substance, the charges 
made. The controversy ended. 

















OFFICIAL MAGAZINE IL. B. T., C., S. and H. of A. [15] 





















While I was in Havana, there took place a strike of the cigar strippers. 
This is an old-time union composed mostly of women. They had been 
receiving ninety cents a day and had been cut to eighty cents a day. They 
were, as I said, then on strike trying to get back the ten cents taken away 
from them. I am not in a position to say how it ended, but this will give 
you some idea of working conditions. 

The Cubans are much more alert and, apparently, a more intelligent 
race than are the Mexicans. Cleanliness and thrift obtain pretty much, 
when one considers the poverty and starvation existing amongst the 
poorer classes. Taxation in and around Havana on real estate is very 
high. This is due mainly to the fact that general industries have been at 
a standstill in recent years, and that many Americans own property there. 

I would like to live in Cuba for three months of the winter, but not 
any longer. As for making money in Cuba an American has no chance 
whatever unless he has an enormous amount of money to put into some 
enterprise under his own control. 

Because I have no absolute authority or proof of certain conditions 
which were called to my attention I can not write of them at this time, 
but if some of the things which I have been told are true, relative to graft- 
ing, our government ought to blush with shame. 

Unless you have plenty of money to spend, don’t go to Cuba. Like 
the French, they know how to get your cash away from you. Americans 
need to exercise great care on eating in this tropical climate. Rich, greasy 
Spanish cooking should be avoided. Cubans, like all Spanish races, love 
grease. 


TT 


I, IS SOMETIMES AMUSING how the press of the country endeavors to 
play up and magnify every little wrong thing that Labor does by print- 
ing, under glaring headlines, items which help to deceive people through- 
out the country. 

This morning I picked up the Indianapolis Star—the only morning 
paper published in this large industrial city—and I noticed the heading, 
“Labor Chief Accused of Bomb Throwing in Chicago.” It was an Asso- 
ciated Press news item. On reading the squib it developed that some 
fellow by the name of Ginsburg, an officer in the Junk Peddlers’ Union, 
was charged with this crime. 

Whether he is guilty or not I do not know. The paper did not say, 
but it insinuated that, of course, he was guilty; that was the impression 
they wanted to throw out to the foolish public, ninety per cent of whom 
believe everything they read in the newspapers. 

I have been in the Labor Movement a number of years and I think 
I know every national officer and a great many of the local officers and 
business agents, and I can truthfully say I never heard of a man by the 
name of Ginsburg, nor do I know what kind of a union he has. My 
opinion is, it is an independent union of individual junk collectors if it is 
in existence at all. 

What I intended bringing to your attention by writing this article is 
the malicious method employed by the newspapers all over the country in 
their effort to befuddle the public and create a wrong impression against 
the men in the Labor Movement who are endeavoring to bring up the 
coming generation as real, clean, God-fearing American men and women. 
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Suppose it was so, and Ginsburg really existed; wasn’t that wonderful 
news to send out over the country? Interesting news for Boston, New 
York and Seattle that “Labor Chief” Ginsburg placed a bomb in some 
junk yard in Chicago. 


a 


GENERAL ORGANIZER ASHTON, located in Philadelphia, reports that con- 
ditions throughout Pennsylvania are in worse shape than they have ever 
been at any time during the fifteen years he has been working in that 
state. Recently on a visit to Scranton he described unemployment condi- 
tions, saying that there were nearly two men out of every three looking 
for jobs. No one can accurately describe the conditions that obtain in the 
mining regions. Pennsylvania is one of the richest states in the Union. 
Oil, coal and iron ore abound in large quantities, with splendid agricultural 
conditions, and millionaires galore. Still, they have a condition of starva- 
tion, poverty and discontent similar to what might be found in Russia. 
The question is, how long will this continue? Year after year it is grow- 
ing worse as large monopolies, such as the Pennsylvania Railroad, grow 
stronger and more defiant of law. 

Every elective office in Pennsylvania is controlled by the old-time 
reactionary Republican gang, and in the face of all that we find so-called 
Labor men in Pennsylvania supporting that gang, and amongst those 
Labor men are some of the leaders of the miners in the district. 

“Hope springs eternal in the human breast,” so let us hope and trust 
that something may happen to help clean up the rotten political situation 
in Pennsylvania which seems to be controlling the large non-union inter- 
ests such as the railroads, the steel mills, the coal mines and the street 
car companies, which are, year after year, crushing organized labor and 
destroying the independence and freedom of the workers. 


TTF 


Favors for Business, but This 
Fact Evaded 


Chicago.—Omar H. Wright, vice- 
president Illinois Bankers’ Associa- 
tion, suggests that opponents of the 
McNary-Haugen farm relief bill “tell 
the truth.” 

“Why the hullabaloo about this bill 
being a price-fixing measure?” asks 
the banker. “When our manufac- 
turers see themselves being squeezed 
they rush to Congress for an increase 
in the tariff on goods they manufac- 
ture, and through their organization 
and the influence they are able to 
exercise they usually get, in part at 
least, what they go after. Any price 
fixing in that? 

“When the railroads were gener- 
ally headed for receiverships a few 


years ago, a showing of the facts and 
a bringing home to the people of the 
country as to the situation existing, 
resulted in the passage of the Esch- 
Cummings law, permitting the rail- 
roads a reasonable return upon their 
investment. Any price fixing in that? 

“After the banks of this country 
were floundering in the panic of 1907 
with the banking system of the coun- 
try threatening to cave in, Congress 
passed the Federal Reserve Act and 
only recently the big Federal Re- 
serve Bank in Chicago was ordered 
by the Federal Reserve Board at 
Washington to reduce its interest 
rates. Any price fixing in that? 

“It is always fine to be an opti- 
mist, but isn’t it just a little bit 
finer to tell the truth?”—News 
Letter. 
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RGANIZATIONS that do not pay their tax month after month in 

compliance with the Constitution are not fulfilling our laws and are 

subjecting themselves to the danger of being found looking for benefits 
should trouble arise. 

The first obligation of a local union is to pay its dues and tax to the 
International Union, which has created the local union by giving it a 
charter and permitting it to do business in the name of Organized Labor. 

Some local officers seem to believe that the last thing that should be 
done is to pay the tax and the first thing to pay themselves. 


This is all wrong and those men had better understand that this 
condition or system can not go on. The per capita tax of each local union 
should be sent into the General Office during the first days of the month 
for that same month, in order to have the local union comply with the 
law and be in good standing with the International Union. 


Ninety-five per cent of our locals live scrupulously to this law. but 
there is always the other five per cent riding along like the good-for- 
nothing member who pays his dues. only when forced to do so. There 
has been an improvement, year after year, along this line and we are 
hopeful that the time will come when the fellow who lags behind will 
realize that the laws are made to be complied with. 


TTT 


HE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR through its calling a 

conference in Pittsburgh last November of all national and interna- 
tional labor officials to discuss the mining situation, has met with consid- 
erable success in having an investigation made by the United States 
Senate of the coal mining industry and the evidence which has come out 
through the report of the subcommittee of the Senate, headed by Senator 
Wagner of New York, is information which the American people should 
have so they may understand the awful suffering of and the crimes per- 
petrated against women and children by the operators who. are fighting 
the. union. 


Publicity of this kind is the one thing that large labor-hating cor- 
porations fear. I am satisfied that many of the mine owners, who are 
enemies of the union, as well as the railroads and other large corporate 
institutions, would have been better pleased had they made a settlement 
of some kind with the miners rather than undergo the searching eye of 
the United States Senate, because when investigations of this kind begin 
it is hard telling where they are going to end. 
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Wear the Emblem of Our 
Organization 


ADVERTISE THE BUTTON AND EMBLEM 


The Above Cuts Represent the 


Button, Cuff Button and Watch Fob 
Sold by the General Office 


THE PRICES ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Buttons . . . $ .25 apiece 
Cuff Buttons. . 1.00 a pair 
Watch Charms 1.50 apiece 


a 


All orders should be sent through the Secretary of the Local Union to 


THOMAS L. HUGHES, Secretary 
222 EAST MICHIGAN STREET INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 
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